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SUBJECT: !3Ei3yLLIUMCONTAMINATION OF RUNIT AS YOU KNOW, LLL HAS,
,.
‘@+PIy:REQ”UESTANA~yZ.ED.FOR BERYLLIUM,.AsUITE QF RjJ.NI~SO.lL,. . .; .<..

SAMPLES IN THE NEAR vlc~NITy OF (AND SOME REMOTE FROM) THE

I FIG-QUINCE AREA. ,.

;BzRyLLJ.um,,QoNTE~jT or T,HESESAMPLES IS UNIFORMLY LOW AT
l-.... .., .-7..,:.,,,i,“,.:“., ““‘“:,’:..: :.’’””’”‘.’”:,.:$””-.’”.:,.’, ,, “......

APPROXI MATELY’ ’FOUR”-TENTHS T’o ’FIvE-iE”Nl’H.S “MICROGRAM PER.GRAPi’OF G’ .-~ .“
..

) SOIL.

h
~F2i’1THIS I t3ELIZVEIT IS F’E?.SC!!!ABLETO CONCLUDE THAT WE ARE

:’..!/01“ENCOu.N,JER’,I~~GA.~Y.,”sl~h~I.FIcA~]”T.iM;oIjNT,Q~.‘,’FREE:,.BerylliUm - ‘,‘h”.”L..,,., .,,...’. ...:....:..
Y

..........,:..........,,.1 “,..... . .... . . ..
~ THhT IS B;RyLLIUi WHICH IS NO ‘TAGGED” WITH PLUTONIUM.
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IN FACT, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THESE SOIL SAiYIPLESWHICH ARE IN

THE RANGE OF NATURALLY OCCURRING BERYLLIUM CONCENTRATIONS, THE

ONLY BERYLLIUM WE HAVE SEEN HAS BEEN IN THE DEVICE FRAGMENTS

WHICH DO REVEAL THEIR PRESENCE 9YITHE PRESENCE OF THE ASSOCIATED

ALPHA EMITTERS.

WITH THIS INFORMATION IN HAND, I HAVE CONCLUDED THAT FOR THE

ACTIVITIES UNDER MY PURVIEW - SPECIFICALLY THE ENEWETAK BASED

RADIOCHEMISTRY LABORATORY - WE NEED NOT MODIFY CURRENT HEALTH

PROTECTION PROCEDURES, AND THAT WE DO NOT REQUIRE AND WILL NOT

sEEK THE ASSISTAK!CEOF AN INDUSTRIAL HYGIENIST.

AS TO YOUR FIELD PROBLEM ON RUNIT, I CONSIDER IT APPROPRIATE

THAT WE LIMIT OUR DOE ADVICE TO RADIOLOGICAL MATTERS. THIS

MESSAGE IS THEREFORE INFORMATIONAL ONLY. IT WILL BE FOLLOWED

9Y A DETAILED REPORT OF LLL FINDINGS WHEN RECEIVED. END


